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Builder / Contractor information

The most important thing to consider after deciding on an acid stain for the floor and before pouring the slab is that “What you
see 1s what you get”. Acid staining is a translucent process, it will not hide imperfections in the concrete that would normally
be covered over by other flooring systems, consequently, it is very important to closely follow the suggestions given below to
create a truly beautiful floor.

To create a marble like finish, the slab must be power troweled to produce a slick, dense surface finish (burned in) while
minimizing trowel marks that will remain visible in the finished product. Verify that any openings and fixtures that are not
easily accessible by the power troweler such as plumbing, outlets, risers have been properly finished to match as closely as
possible to the rest of the floor.

Acid staining, scoring, or overlaying should be scheduled at least 14 days after pouring the slab to allow for proper curing.
Once work has been completed, the floor can be covered to protect it. SolCrete, LLC recommends using 4 x 8 sheets of
masonite that are overlapped and taped together using duct tape. DO NOT TAPE THE SHEETS TO THE FLOOR AS THIS
WILL MARK THE FLOOR! Alternately, heavy duty Kraft paper may be used so long as it is overlapped and taped to itself.
DO NOT USE PLASTIC! Plastic will prevent the slab from “breathing” and will stain the floor as it prevents moisture from
leaving the slab. It is the builder’s responsibility to adequately protect the floor once the staining process is completed.

The following materials must be prevented from coming into contact with the floor prior to staining as they can affect the final
look of the stain:

Tapes — Painter’s tape, duct tape, masking tape, electrical tape. Any type of tape left in direct contact with the floor for a period
exceeding 24 hours can leave a mark that will show up in the staining process.

Glues — PVC, pipe dope, liquid nails, silicone. All these will prevent the acid from soaking into the floor and affect the final
outcome.

Markings — Absolutely no permanent ink markers! This type of ink is readily absorbed by the floor and is very difficult to
remove; all floor markings should be done in pencil. No Red chalk lines! Red 1s extremely difficult to remove, all chalk lines
should be popped using blue or white chalk. No sealers, silicone sprays, or other means should be used to “seal in” the lines on
the floor as this will prevent the area from being stained.

Paint — Any and all paint and painting materials such as varnish, sealers, thinners, lacquers, and stains.
Curing compounds — Any compound applied to the surface of the slab will prevent the acid from reacting completely.

Acids — Do not apply Muriatic acid to any part of the slab for any reason. This will tend to “bleach” the concrete and prevent a
proper reaction with the acid stains.

Miscellaneous — avoid any and all oils including motor oil, cutting fluids, and tool lubrication. If heavy equipment will be
driven over the slab all tires must be wrapped in a strong plastic film to prevent tire marks. Harder to control but just as
contaminating are food and beverage stains, rust stains caused by leaving nails, screws, sheet steel, and other materials laying
on the slab, wood stains caused by resin seeping out of plywood, 2 x 4’s, OSB, and sawdust left in a pile. Do not leave any
wood products on the slab for an extended period of time unless they are being permanently installed.

We realize that accidents can and will happen. Please do not try to clean them up using cleaners or chemicals before contacting
SolCrete, LLC. Failure to do so may adversely affect the final appearance of the floor.

Minimum Requirements

To complete the project in a timely manner it is imperative that there be no equipment, materials, or other objects on the floor
upon the arrival of the crew. SolCrete, LLC employees are not to be expected to move any material that is left on the floor. Do
not schedule any other trades on the floors during the staining process. SolCrete, LLC must be provided with an adequate
source of running water and two 110 volt outlets on separate 20 amp breakers at a distance not to exceed 150 feet.
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‘What is acid staining?

When applied to the surface of a concrete floor, an acid stain chemically reacts with it, creating a unique color scheme.
Multiple colors and combinations are available, from watercolor blues to translucent reds; each creating a beautiful floor that 1s
truly original.

‘What is scoring?

Scoring is the process of cutting a shallow groove on the surface of the concrete to create a desired pattern such as squares or
diamonds. Scoring can beautifully accentuate a room by drawing the eye from one pattern to the other.

How long does it last?

As with all things, this will depend on how much use it sees. All our products are cement based, typically this provides
excellent resistance to weather, vehicular and pedestrian traffic, and normal wear and tear. However the ultimate durability of
the product depends on its care and avoiding abuse. For interior surfaces in homes we recommend applying a wax every three
to six months to serve as a sacrificial barrier protecting the sealer coat. On exterior surfaces we recommend resealing every two
years to protect the concrete from the elements. In commercial or industrial settings it may be necessary to shorten these
maintenance intervals due to high traffic. With proper maintenance the “like new” appearance of your floors will last for many
years to come.

How do I maintain my floors?

Interior Floors

Regular cleaning and upkeep will ensure you have a long lasting floor. We recommend using a Neutral-Base Cleaner as part
of your regular maintenance whenever you wish to mop the floor. A neutral base cleaner will not harm the sealer or leave a
soapy residue that may dull the floor or soften the sealer. These can be found at Home Depot, Lowes, Walmart and Janitor’s
World (address below). One brand we have used successfully in the past is Zep Neutral Floor Cleaner Concentrate
(#2U0278128). There are many different brands available, just select one that is a neutral base.

Your floor has been waxed to protect the sealer. It offers excellent protection against staining from spills or “accidents” such
as from pets that happen on a normal basis. As with any other similar product it is not “bulletproof”. Spills should be picked
up as soon as possible to reduce the risk of leaving a permanent mark. We recommend reapplying wax to maintain this
protection every three to six months for residential applications and at least once a month for commercial installations
depending on foot traffic. Sticking to a regular maintenance schedule will result in a beautiful, long lasting floor.

We recommend using a good quality brand of wax for the best protection. For a semigloss finish use Showplace or equivalent
brand and for a matte finish use Johnson Carefree Matte or equivalent. These can be purchased at any Janitorial supply such
as Janitor’s World located at 11527 Harry Hines, Dallas TX 75229 (972-243-0000).

For waxing:

1. Floor must be clean and free from dust or other contaminants. Clean the floor with either a broom or mop.

2. Pour wax into a clean bucket equipped with a wringer

3. We recommend using a loop end mop head made from Rayon as it will not absorb as much wax into the mop itself as
a cotton mop head does and gives a beautiful, streak free finish.

4. Submerge the mop into the wax and wring out until drip free. You will be applying a very thin layer of wax on the
floor. Thicker is not better as heavy coats do not protect as well as thin coats.

5. Apply the wax in a figure 8 pattern. Rewet the mop head as often as needed, you should get approximately 2,000
square feet of coverage per gallon of wax.

6. Usually one coat 1s sufficient to protect the floor, however, if more than one coat is desired, allow the previous coat to
dry thoroughly before applying the next one (20 minutes to 1 hour depending on ambient conditions).



